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mind of one to whom no news of a revelation made
from God to man had ever come. The oppressive-
ness of the sense of sin, the feeling of alienation from
God which it produces, is well shown by the fact
that in barbarous nations the rites which men enact
in relation to a being above them mostly take the
shape of doing something to avert his anger. Yet
even among the heathen there were nobler spirits
who attained to a higher state than this ; who looked
up to Him as to one who felt kindly towards them.
How this might be, it is not, I think, difficult to
understand. The wilful resistance to the will of
God produces a feeling of alienation from Him; on
the other hand, the doing of what is felt to be right
meets with an approving voice within, and is calcu-
lated to lead to a hope that in some way sin may
be forgiven. Further than this it does not seem
that man can go by the exercise of his own reason
and moral faculties; and surely we may hope that
these yearnings after God will not have been felt in
vain, for in every nation he that feareth Him and
worketh righteousness is accepted with Him. Into
the fuller hopes held out by what we hold to be a
revelation made from God to man, and the more
filial feelings which they are calculated to produce, I
may not enter, for that is a subject lying outside the
domain of natural theology.

Still, if we claim to have attained in this way to